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October 24, 1900 Fellow Citizens: A heavy burden of proof rests upon those who ask the American people to
reject the further services of the Republican Administration. Under that Administration the legitimate objects of
government have been attained to a degree which challenges comparison with the happiest periods in the life
of any nation in any age. Never in human history anywhere on earth have security for life and property,
unfettered opportunity for intelligence and energy, individual freedom, and the self-respect of manhood,
attained a higher level than now marks the condition of this fortunate Republic. The material results of wise
and successful government are visible on every hand. We never before have had so many million people
owning their own homes unencumbered, so many million people with accumulated earnings in savings banks,
such universal employment of labor at such good wages, such abundant production from farm and factory
and workshop of all material things which meet the necessities and contribute to the comfort and pleasure of
life. The markets for our products are extending over the whole earth. Abundant home capital is obtainable at
lower rates of interest than were ever known before for the productive enterprise which employs labor and
creates wealth. We are rapidly paying our debts to Europe for the money borrowed to build our railroads and
develop our country, so that the constant drain upon our earnings for the payment of interest abroad is
ceasing; and we are lending money to Europe, so that the current of annual payments is setting in our
direction. There never was in this world a...
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