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DANGEROUS STRUCTURES: A HANDBOOK FOR PRACTICAL MEN

Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.An excerpt from the beginning of the first chapter: THE surveyor who is
called in to inspect a dangerous structure, frequently find himself in a position analogous to that of a medical
man in attendance upon a patient who is in a very bad way. Great issues may depend upon the diagnosis of the
professional adviser, and the remedies which he may feel called upon to prescribe. But in one sense, the
experiences of the surveyor are capable of a more fundamental application than those of the physician or
surgeon; for not only does it rest with him to mend or mar the ailing structure which he sees before him, but he
may find in it examples of what to avoid in other fabrics which may be devised and carried out by him.
Constitutional defects in buildings, unlike those of the human subject, can actually be prevented from recurring
in future instances. Undoubtedly, defects in old structures are more frequently due to faulty foundations than to
any other cause. The equal distribution of weights when building upon a site has not been in the past, and is not
invariably now, attended to upon scientific principles. To many persons the arrangement of foundations
according to the relative compressibility of the soil is almost a new doctrine. How frequently have we seen one
portion of a building carried to a much greater height than the remainder, while yet the same spread of
footings and concrete foundations is allowed to prevail throughout? The results of such experimentalising must
oHen be an unequal subsidence in the foundations, causing dangerous dislocations in the super-structure.
Time-honoured customs, thoughtlessly followed, are sometimes to blame for...
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